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REMARKS ON THE BOOK OF MORMON. 
| BY WM. GIBSON. 


As our faith in the Book of Mormon asa record of the ancient inhabitants of 
\merica, written by commandment of God, revealed by the ministration of an angel, 
nd translated by the gift and power of God, is looked upon by this generation as a 
of of the extreme folly dnd ignorance of the Latter-day Saints in general, I 
ball give a few reasons for believing that the coming forth of such a record is per- 
etly consistent with reason, scripture, and the character of God. 

I shall commence by quoting the testimony of the apostle Paul. Acts xvii. 24, 
God who made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven 
nd earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands, neither is worshipped with men’s 
nds, as though He needeth any thing; seeing He giveth to all life and breath and 
ll things ; and hath made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face 
{the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
ir habitation.” From this passage we learn that wherever we find men upon 
de face of the earth, that they are all of one blood, (the offspring of God, see 
ere 29), and if one man should come into the world in an age of darkness and 
morance, and another in an age of light and intelligence, it was God who deter- 
ined the times before appointed, and thus the particular time when we should 
ell on the earth bas been determined before by God, and not only this, but the 
icular part of the earth where we should dwell, thus, if one of mankind 
born in Britain, another in Hindostan, another in Turkey, and another in the 
ids of America, it was God who appointed the bounds of their habitation. —_ 

I shall next take the testimony of Peter concerning the character of God. Acts 

34— Then Peter opened his mouth and said, of a truth I perceive that God is 
)respecter of persons; but in every nation he that feareth Him and worketh righ- 
wusness is accepted of Him.” See also Paul's testimony. 1 Timothy, 2nd. chap. 
and 4 verses —“ For this is good and acoeptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
ho will have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” But 
would here ask, can a man fear God who has never heard of Him? Oan a man 
rk righteousness without a knowledge of His will? Again, if God wants all 
m to be saved, can a man be saved without faith in Jesus Christ? If not, how 
naman believe in him of whom he hath never heard? How can he hear without 
preacher ? and how can he preach except he be sent? See Romans, x. 14. If, 
Paul says, God wants all men to come to the knowledge of the truth, we find that 
owledge cannot be obtained without revelation. Hear what Jesus Christ says on 
issubject. John xvii. 8—‘ And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
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only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” Then if it is eternal life to 
come to the knowledge of this truth, how is this knowledge to be obtained. Ses 
Luke x. 22. Jesus says, All things are delivered to me of my Father, and no man 
knoweth who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son, anj 
he to whom the Son will reveal Him.” So then we find that men cannot be savel 
without revelation. They cannot hear without a preacher, and they cannot preach 
unless God sends them. 

Has God then ever given revelation, and sent inspired men to preach to any por. 
tion of mankind? O, yes, we are told that He sent them in ancient days to Asi 
to Africa, and to Europe; but these things are all done away now, and none by; 
the foolish Mornfons believe that God ever gave any revelation or had any inspired 
preachers in America; and why not my Christian friends; could the red men be 
saved without revelation? No, or Christ s falsely ; are they not of one blood 
with us? Yes, or Paul speaks falsely ; and was it not God who appointed to the 
red man the bounds of his habitation? Prove tomethen that God gave revelation 
and sent inspired men to Asia, to Africa, and to Europe, and gave none to Ame. 
rica, and you prove God to be a respecter of persons, Peter a liar, and the Bibles 
fable, so then my Christian friends you can take your choice. . 

If, then, it be reasonable to believe that God gave revelation to the ancient inh. 
bitants of America, is it unreasonable to expect that He would enable them to record 
those revelations, and thus hand them down to posterity, seeing they would be the 
words of God as much as any contained in the Bible ? 

But it may be asked, if they once had revelation, why did they lose it? I ap 
swer, because of transgression. Were the writings of the Old Testament never lost? 
Let those who think so read the 2nd Book of Kings, chap. xxii. from the 10th verse, 

and the xxiii. chap., Ist to 4th verse, and find their error; and even yet how man) Pele 
books are still wanting. I shall enumerate a few, Book of the Wars of the Lord, 
Numbers, xxi. 14. Book of Jasher, Joshua x. 13. Book of the Statutes of dhe lac 
Kings of Israel, 1 Samuel, x. 25. Book of Enoch, Jude xiv. Book of the Chro- 
nicles of the Kings of Israel, 1 Kings xiv. 19. Book of Nathan the Prophet, aud bott 
the Book of Gad the Seer, 1 Chron. xxix. 29. Book of Ahijah the Prophet, and, hil. 
the Book of Iddo the Seer, 2 Chron. ix. 29. Book of Shemeiah the Prophet, Mou! 
Chron. xii. 15. Book of Jehu, 2 Chron. xx. 34. Book of the Sayings of thay 
Seers, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 19. Book of the Story of the Kings, 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. b 
Were not these books as good scripture as the rest of the Old Testament, and: 
they should ever be found, are we not bound to receive them as such as well as tb en 
rest? No, we are told, unless we have better proof of their authenticity than ayy 
we have for the truth of the Book of Mormon. : 

Then tell me what proof you have that the part of the Old Testament that 
lost, and found by Hilkiah, was the law of God. Read the quotation I have gie n es, 
above, and you will find that you have only the word of a man and a woman, Hi ted 
kiah and Huldah. And were the writings of the New Testament never lost; , roy; 
man of common sense will say they have not; and have they all been found; if u 
one thinks so let him read the following — 1 Corinthians, v. 9. Ephesian 
iii. 3. Colossians, iv. 16. Luke, i. 1. And should they be found, how will v rorld 
prove their authenticity, or I might rather ask how will you prove the authenticity); 
of those you have which compose what is called the New Testament. Had thom: 
men who voted that the books we now have are authentic any better guide in doig 
so than their own opinion? if not, where is the proof of their authenticity. Wal. u 
ever saw the originals? and even if any one could see them, how could he kno 90 
them to be so without revelation, and without the originals how can you pro eans 
which of all the various translations of the scriptures is correct? 

Whereas for the truth of the Book of Mormon we have had, and still have on th und to 
earth, living men who have seen and handled the original thereof, and some of thei, 
bear witness that it was shown them by an Angel of God; while thousands of liv 
ing men have received testimony of its truth, and of the truth of the testimony in new 
the first witnesses thereunto by the voice of the Almighty, the ministration of AJ 
gels, visions, and the witness of the Spirit of truth. 

But we are often teld if you have got the original plates of the Book of Mormefnd fo 
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hy not show them openly; and what better would the world be if they saw them | 
1 revelation to know what they contained; and unless God gave every man 
revelation for himself, the world would still have only the testimony of those who 
dad received this for the truth of the translation. 

Paul, says Hebrews xi. 1., that faith is the evidence of things not seen, and that 
t cometh by hearing the word of God, Romans x. 17; he also who bears witness 
othe word of God must be sent by God, for how can we hear without a preacher 
ind how can he preach except he be sent, see Romans x. 14; thus we find in every 
we of the world, men’s faith in God and the things of God was founded on the tes- 
imony of a few of their fellow-men whom God called and sent to them; for in- 
tance, the world in the days of Noah had only his testimony that God had given 
him, a revelation concerning a coming flood; and the world now (except the Lat- 
r-day Saints) have only what is said to be the testimony of Moses concerning that 
vent, the creation of the world—the fall of man, &c., &c. | 

The Children of Israel, after Moses’s day, believed that the Holy of Holies con- 
ined the Ark, and that the Ark contained the tables of the law which Moses put 
here, with the Pot of Manna, Aaron’s Rod, that budded, &c., &c., and that the 
lory of the Lord appeared over the Mercy Seat, and what testimony had they for 
his, were they shown to all the people as the wise men of this day want us to do 
ith the Plates of the Book of Mormon; no, they had only the word of the High 
Priest for it, and he only went in there once a year. , 

Again, the Christian world believe in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Has He 
shown himself to you, my Christian friends? did any of your parsons ever see Him? 
think in consistency you ought to make the same demand of Him that you do of 
he — — that is to show himself to all the people if He wants them to 
believe in His Resurrection; and what proof have you got that He rose from the dead 
t all; did He show himself to all the people when that event is said to have taken 
lace, see Acts x. 40. Did not the Holy men of that day, the Chief Priests, the 
scribes, and the Pharisees declare that His body was stolen from the tomb, and did 
at the Roman soldiers who watched the tomb declare that they fell asleep, and 
hile they slept, the body was stolen, and did not the Jews believe them, and do 
you not think that under these circumstances they were, at least, as much entitled 
zou to demand that He would show himself to all the people if He wanted them 
believe in His resurrection? Did He ever do so? Did any but His own followers 
wer see Him after He rose from the dead, and who were they? why, the poor fisher- 
nen and their companions, men who were charged with stealing His body, men who 
ere as much despised and discredited in their day as ever the Latter-day Saints 
n be by this generation; and these were the men to whom Jesus said, Mark xvi. 
15, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel, (of course the resurrection formed 

ö essential part of it), to every creature, he that believeth and is baptised shall be 
ured, and he that believeth not shall be damned; and had the world no way of 
roving their testimony, certainly they had, men could prove their testimony by the 
ery same means by which men can now prove the testimony of those who bear 
yitness to the truth of the Book of Mormon, for when Jesus sent them into all the 
orld to preach the gospel to every creature, they were commanded not only to 
promise men salvation in the world to come, through faith and obedience to the tes- 
mony, but they were commanded to promise to those who believed that in the 
mame of Jesus, they (the believers) should cast out devils, speak in new tongues, 
ike up serpents, heal the sick by the laying on of their hands, &c., see Mark xvi. 
Hi, 80 that men could prove whether hes spoke truth or not; and by the same 
means can the people now prove those who bear testimony to the truth of the Book 
if Mormon; for God has sent us to bear testimony of its truth to all the world, 
and to preach the to on declaring that he that believeth and is 
baptised shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned, and these signs 

tall follow them that believe in the name of Jesus, they shall cast out devils, speak 
m new tongues, take up serpents, if they drink any deadly thing (unknowingly) it 
tall not hurt them, they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover, so then, 
ny Christian friends, reject the Book of Mormon and our testimony of its truth, 
ind for the same reasons to be consistent you must reject the Bible, but ve 
0 
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day Saint believes them both, because he has proven the testimony of Peter and 
Joseph Smith both to be true, as these signs do follow them that believe. 
Haring now shown (I hope) that the coming forth of such ‘a record is perfectly 
consistent with reason, the character of God and His dealings with the humay 
family, I will next proceed to show its harmony with scripture. 
(To be Continued.) | 


NOVEL READING. 


(From the Western Watchman.) | 
Wary do you read novels? To gain a knowledge A history, becauge many 


novels are founded on it.” replies one. Suppose a naturalist should form of Clay: 


the figure of a new and unheard-of animal, and then deck a part of it with the 
wool of the sheep, another with the fur of a beaver, another with the feathers · ot 
an ostrich, and another with the quills of a porcupine, and thus by culling parts from 
certain real animals, should at length finish his ideal animal, would you make this 
uncouth combination of parts a subject of study in order to gain a knowledge of 
natural history? How does this new animal differ from a novel? The former is 
but an impersonation of the latter. The writer of fiction produces a new and un. 
heard of book. He culls scraps of veritable history from here and there, and skill. 
fully entwines them to suit his fancy. Examine carefully the historical novels of 
that prince of writers, Scott, and you will find, in comparing them wich veritable 
history, that he has used facts only to give an ‘air of truth to his works: in many 
cases, he has awfally distorted even these, in order to adapt them. It is the pro. 
vince of the historian to tell the truth; of the novel writer, to tell what he pleases, 
The one gives you a transcript of real events, the other daguerreotypes the float. 
ing images of his excited fancy; and yet you go to the novel writer to gains 
knowledge of history ! 

Why do you read novels? To gain a knowledge of human nature,” replies 
another Alas! for poor, erring humanity, if novel writers are its expositors. Our 
fallen nature is yet groaning under the curse of Eden. There is enough in the 
actual affairs of life to make a good man exclaim, * My whole head is sick, and my 
whole heart is faint ;” but the real condition has far more ‘symmetry, harmony, and 
order, than these ideal caricatures of novel writers. The very nature of their voce 
tion impels them to go beyond the boundaries of · truth, and to present to their 
readers not what is true, but what is new. Examiine'cautiously any of their ‘works, 
and you will find that, with compatatively few exceptions, the characters with which 
you are so much delighted have not their likeness in heaven, on the earth, or under 
the earth. They are chimeras in the brain of your author, and yet you study these 
in order to gain a knowledge of human nature. | 

Why do you read novels? To make myself conversant with the best styles of 
writing,” replies another. This is a specious plea, and is often urged. But itis 
false. The individual who makes this a motive for reading several thousand pages 
of fiction, is self-deceived. There is nothing’ but the artifetal interest that they create, 
which gives thom the preference, and there is hardly a single novel written in a style 
worthy of being employed in writing a veritable book. One of the silliest objects 
in the world is an individual melted to tears while reading a novel: ‘weeping ovet 
the phantasrhs which an author has made to flit before the mind. Wherein consist 
1 subjecting our finer feelings to such ‘airy tfifles? God never intended 
them to be exereised thus. But suppose that you could acqufre the best style by 
you ignorant of chat well es mental th! 
the mind becomes ‘assimilated to that which it habitaall „dontemplates? Now, 
although you may be able to speak with the tongues of kfugs, and ‘princes, lords 
und knights, and be familiar wirh tournaments and scepters and crowns, and under- 
stand fully the sickly nomenclatare of royal gallantry, what benefit does all this 
confer on you? * * * The very‘objécts with which’ you ought to be familiar, 
have no attractions for you now, because your natural relish has been perverted. 
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You do wrong in reading novels, because you subject your put ity of mind to a 
fearful trial. It is hard to discriminate: between the good and the evil in novels. 
The novel appetite being. once formed, it craves all. A hellish seduction character- 
izes this kind. of reading. The unhappy being who takes the first steps becomes 
enamoured of the pleasure it affords. An other reading becomes dull and lifeless. 
Now observe this fact. Only one successfal attempt has been made to write a 
novel in which woman is not a prominent character, and lust one of the main in- 
gredients in the composition of its plot. Authors are well acquainted with human 
nature. They know that it loves to coast along the borders of infamy and erime. 
Open vulgarity and obscenity are forbidden by reigning custom; but novel writers, 
by means of honied words and artful plans, lead the mind just far 8 to give 
it courage in its own imaginative powers, and then leave it in a most dangerous 
situation A virtuous impulse would send it back; but, alas! here the enemy puts 
forth his greatest efforts. Where the novel writer leaves off, the devil commences, 
and — far more polluting thoughts than the literal construction of the word 
implies. 

ou do wrong in reading novels, because you destroy your power of concentra- 
tion of mind. It is a fearful truth, that novels require less mental exercise than 
any other kind of reading. A mind wholly absorbed in fiction becomes dwarfish 
and unfit for the actual duties of life. The reason is obviously because the imagina- 
tion is exercised, and the reasoning faculties lie dormant. You may feed the ani- 
mal frame on chaff, and * will soon compel it to drag out a miserable existence; 
so you may feed the mind on fancies, and it will become enervated and per 
the name of intellect. Exercise your reasoning powers. Store your mind wit 
truth—-that alone is beautiful; and you will find that thought is productive; each 
effort better capacitates the mind for the next. You will make a geometrical pro- 
gression. Whereas in novel reading your mind resembles the cup of Tantalus—an 
ever-flowing stream enters, but the water rises not. B. B. R. 


LETTER TO PRESIDENT F. D. RICHARDS. 


Hull, June 10th, 1850. 
Dear Brother, —Elders Forssgreen, Dykes, and myself, have taken our passage 
for Copenhagen, on board the steam-ship Victoria, which clears this evening, and 
leaves dock with the morning tide. Before leaving the British shores, permit me 
for myself and in behalf of my brethren to bid you and the British Saints over whom 
you at present are called to preside a hearty farewell: and at the same time to ex- 


press the sincere thanks and gratitade of our hearts to our Father in Heaven, and 


to the Saints generally, for the cordial welcome with which we have everywhere 
been greeted since our arrival in this country. And I pray my heavenly Father 
to let the choicest of heaven’s blessings rest upon all those who by their means or 
otherwise have rendered us “aid and comfort” upon our mission; the kind 
remembrance of whose deeds, I trust, will not be effaced from my mind while 
Heaven’s lamp continues to light my tabernacle. 

It might seem superfluous to say that I have been pleased with my visit in this 
land; nay, my soul magnifies the Lord continually in knowing and realizing that 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, “ the sick are healed, devils are 
cast out, and the poor have the gospel preached unto them.” But again, my heart 
almost dies within me when I contemplate their impoverished condition, coupled 
with their intense anxiety to be gathered with their brethren in Zion; and I should 
almost despair of that laudable - being gratified did I not know that the God 
who delivered Israel from Egyptian. bondage, has promised also to make bare His 
arm in behalf of His people in the last days. But when I consider the promises 
of the Lord unto the first elders of the church, and the adverse circumstances 
under which we have laboured to build up the kingdom from the beginning, and 
the prosperity that has attended their labours, and the many doors of deliverance 
which the Lord has opened for His people during their continued persecutions in 
America, and their present unexampled prosperity, after their recent spoilation and 
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in the lower district. On landing at Sanpedro, we learned that brother Rich was u 


‘ ately returned with some thirty of the brethren whom we met at Pueblo Delos A 
gelos. I sailed from Sanpedro on the 2nd of March on my return, and arrived it 


a few lines to you, which circumstances have not allowed me to do since we 
at Winter Quarters, Council Bluffs, on the 29th May, 1848. 


derful extent, known as the gold fever. It resulted in carrying off in the spring 


the first day of April, when we started for Sacramento city. On our route v. 
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banishment, I say, dear brother, when I reflect upon all these dealings of God wil 

us, they teach the lesson that nothing is too hard for the ey or too marvel. 
lous to look for when His word is pledged; and I hail the germ of a Brest “ Perpe. 
tual Emigration Fund,” for the gathering of the poor Saints, as 


dawning of 

the day star of deliverance from the land of Zion. | 
I pray the God of Abraham and Joseph to bless you and all your fellow-labour. 
ers in this land, and fill you with wisdom and arm you with the power of God anj 
great glory, and crave at vour hands a like prayer in behalf of myself and brethra 
who go to open up the fulness of the — a to other nations, that the angel of Hy 
presence may go before us, and the wisdom of the Highest direct our movement 
to His glory and the salvation of many souls. — 
I remain yours in Christ, 
Erastus. Sxow. 


LETTER FROM AMASA LYMAN TO J. H. FLANIGAN. 


San Francisco, April 11th, 1850, 
Brother J. H. Flanigan,—Dear Sir,—I improve this opportunity in addressing 
parted 


We all reached the Salt Lake Valley in good health and spirits in October, 184 
where we found those who had preceded us in good health, with good prospect 
e and quiet abounding with them. After our arrival the weather continue 
fine for the most part, until December, when winter set in with its snows, which 
lasted until February. During the winter, that singular epidemic raged to a wor 


some eighty families, besides a party of some twenty men. " 
4s the time of their starting drew near, the presidency concluded, in order ti 1m 
have an eye to the interests and welfare of the church in Western California, that I pe 
should, with others, visit the country; consequently about the 11th of April, 18% 
(one year from the date of this), with a company of twenty men, I left the city ai the 
succeeded in fording and ferrying the Weber, and Ogden fork, and Bear river 


Performed our journey in safety, having crossed the Sierra Nevada mountains a 
the snow (the 19th of May) on which we travelled four days without food for ore 


animals. Arrived at Sutter’s fort, May 25th. The party that accompanied me wei 4 
immediately to the mines. I continued to San Francisco. In the month of July vam“ 
started a company across to Salt Lake City, with about 4,000 dollars tithing. Th * 
arrived at the Lake in safety about the first of October. About this time brother ( Um 
C. Rich was appointed by the presidency to visit Western California, and left the Lab zelt 
with a party of brethren, travelling by the southern route, destined for the mine pre 
They arrived in the lower district of Upper California in the month of Decembæ T 
when brother Rich immediately started for San Francisco. After remaining in ti T 
mining district until fall and the commencement of the rainy season, I again returneqgy upri 
to San Francisco, and remained during the winter watching the movements of po ud 
litical affairs—made one visit to Puebla, where the legislature of the would-be Stu ite! 
of California were holding their first session. About the 9th of February I saile . 
from Francisco in company with brothers Hunter, Crismond, and Clift, for Sanpedri ", 
for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability of making a settlement of our peop f un 


8 way to San Francisco. On the receipt of this intelligence, brothers Hunter 
Olift, and Crismond, continued their journey by land to San Diego, and I imme 


San Francisco on the 13th. Found that brother Rich been there in my # 
sence, and gone to the southern mines. I remained here with the brethren unt 


met brother Rich, who accompanied us to Sacramento. 
On the 5th, returned to San Francisco with brother Rich, where we met brothet 
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Hunter from the lower district. On hearing his report, in connexion with brother 
Crismond’s, we concluded to make a settlement—an effort was made to purchase a 
large tract of land and favour the same. Brothers Addison Pratt and James 
Brown are now here on their mission to the Society Islands, to prosecute the good 
work already begun in those parts of the mighty Pacific. 

It is with intense satisfaction and pleasure that I hear of the sy of the 
servants of God and the advancement of His work in Great Britain; but, brother 
James, be prudent of your delicate constitution in a strange and foreign clime—a cli- 
mate that — always — severe on the American brethren. Preserve your health, 
for there is plenty to do if you live long to assist in doing it. To do good is accep- 
table, but to accomplish great good, which will result in greater glory, will requi 


a length of time. 
Remember my kindest 


Amen. 


ards to all our brethren in England. That God may 
prosper you and all His faithful servants, is my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Respectfully, in the Gospel Covenant. 


A LYMAN. 


Come ye that love the Lord, I will speak 
of the loving kindness of our God, for his 
mercies endure for ever. . 

His goodness extends from generation to 


benefitted. 

What tribute shall we render to Jehovah, 
who reigneth in the heavens, for his mani- 
fold blessings and abundant care to the 
workmanship of his hands? 

For those who work righteousness and 

fear God are accepted of him without re- 
spect; they want not any good thing. 
He giveth his angels charge concerning 
‘them to bear them up in all their afflictions, 
to save them out of all their troubles, to re- 
deem them from the hand and power of the 
strong man armed. 

As gold leaveth the fire purged from 
dross, so come up his Saints from the burn- 
ing, pure and holy before him. 

More than conquerors are they through 
him who hath loved them, and given him- 
self for them, and bought them with his own 
precious blood. 

To him be honour and glory, for ever. 

The words of the Lord do good to the 
upright at all times, illuminating the mind 
and filling the understanding with light and 
intelligence. 

A voice of glad tidings, a voice of comfort 
and consolation to the poor and needy. 

That bringeth joy to the bosom; that 
anseth the broken heart to rejoice; 

That bursteth asunder the fetters of the 
the prisoner ; that breaketh the chains of 
the captive : 

That undoeth the heavy burden of the 
Oppressed; that setteth the bondman free. 

A voice of glory and immortality unto all 
people for obedience unto salvation, for res- 
— and restoration, for exaltation and 


generation, and all the children of men are 


— 
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O give thanks all ye righteous for the free 
favour of his word to us-ward; a light shin- 
ing through gross darkness, that pointeth to 
the law and to the testimony. 

For truth hath sprung out of the earth, 
an holy angel hath looked down from 
heaven. 

He hath committed the gospel fulness; 
He hath made known the ancient order; He 
hath restored the old paths; | : 

He hath renewed the everlasting cove- 
nant; He hath revealed the stick of Ephra~ 
im; He hath brought again the high priest- 
hood of Melchisedec. 

He hath sent again the comforter, which 
leadeth into truth, which sheweth things to 
come. 

The humble rejoice in the words of the 
book. The deaf hear, the dumb speak, the 
blind see, and the tongue of the stammerer 
is loosed. 

The lame man leapeth like an hart; the 
contrite spirit is full of gladness. 

The ransomed return to Zion with loud 
songs with everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Sorrow and sighing flee away; the bitter 
is sweet; the afflicted glory in salvation and 
are upheld. 

The Lord sent quails from heaven; by the 
side of the waters the sick on their beds 


reached forth their hands and were fed. 


The Gentiles on the rivers saw it and 
wondered; they beheld the deliverance of 
our God and marvelled greatly. 8 

I will speak of the goodness of God in 
the assemblies of his Saints; I will tell it in 
the great congregation. | 


Leet all the Saints rejoice, let the earth be 


let every creature shout the high 


of king Immanuel. 


Let the mountains and hills flow down af 
his presence, and the solid rocks weep for 


Joy. 


Ur. 
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Cor. The adjourned Conference will meet and conclude its bee 


Let desert blossom as the rose, and 
Flad, 
nious ant 
bar ‘herb an every tree’ lastin 
the voice of peace and love; let thé brate 
creation return thahkegivings to him that 
gitteth upon the throne. 


JULY 15, 1850. 


Presibent Orson Pratt was at Kanesville, Council Bluffs, on the 3rd day d 
May, in excellent health and spirits. He would, without doubt, start on his ret: 
to this country about the 15th of June, and his arrival in England may be looks 
for about the an bie of this month. Sh te the Lord preserve him from all evil, and i 


Saints of God in the British Isles. 


Wæ ars under the nécessity of 8 giving notice to all persons who wish to e 
_ grate, that in sending up their depotits, they must inform us of the time N 
the place where, they were born; also their occupation. And we again requet 
that they will be very particular to have their address given in fall, and written in 
A PLAIN EeGreLE hand. This will prevent disappointment to the parties, wishing i 
go, and save us a great deal of trouble. 


Dux ship Hartley, which sailed from D about the 4th of March last, am 
ved in New Orleans on the the 2nd of May, 1850. The Saints were generally: 
good bealth. For further information see the letters written by Elder ‘Cook, ü 
President of the. ship’s company, and Elder Thomas M‘Kenzie, our agent in Ne 

Orleans, both of which are published in this number. 


- Mormons: ror DSR. A party of 209 Mormon. emigrants, principally fro 

New England, leave to-day for St. Josephs, on board the De Witt Clinton, Ca; 
John S. Deyinney. They take the overland route for Salt Lake. They are indu 

trious and intelligent people, and will, no doubt, be a valuable addition to the pe 

ulation of the Mormon State. Pittsburg Commercial, April 22nd, 1860. 


Sunday next 10 o’clock a. m., on the same ground where it was on Sunday, th 
7th ult. | 

Eider Orson Pratt from Liverpool, and Wilford Woodruff from Boston, ¥ 
_ chusetts with many other elders from the East, are expected to be . e 
tier Guardian, May 15th. 


- Counsey.—It is our advice to our friends abroad, whose * will pern 
itz to eoms to this place and winter here, provided they have the means t do ity 
_ they cannot come sooner, and then they may be ready to go early to the Valley 
the spring. If they are not able to go to the Valley, they can remain here and ca 
tivate the richest soil in the world, the products of which will command as high 


the vast expanse of: creation reve; 
hs to the great I Au. 
> and “and majesty, and db. 
n, and ud y; und power, and eve, 
@ praises be to him ‘whose ‘name 
4 ‘all things praise the Lord. | 
Lord, B 
Hunver L. Bon. 
OF 
| Pi 

| 
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price as the same will bring in any part of the Union. Take the Guardian and pay 
for it, and you will get all the information: from this point and also from the Salt 
Lake;'that: will be of interest to you. Those who stop here, should have teams und 
farming’ utensils ‘suitable for farming.— Ibid | 


Bow oF Prowist.Mr. Joseph Smith when alive, said that none need fear a 
general famine while they could ses the rain-bow in the clouds. That was a sure 
indication of seed time and harvest; but, continued he, when the bow disappears, 
or when it is not seen, look for famine and distress. -Who bas seen the bow in 
1850: We have not; yet we should be pleased to see it. But let no farmer slacken 
his hand in putting in seed, though clouds, frost, cold, and dry weather cast a pres- 
ent gloom over your prospects. Do your duty, and trust to a wise and merciful 
Providence to bless your labeurs.— bid. 


— 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


| St. Louis, May, 1880. 

Dear Brother,—The ship Hartley arrived in New Orleans on the 2nd of: May, 
1850, with a — — aints under the presidency of Elder David Cook, who I 
think has discharged his trust faithfully. The Saints that came on the Hartley as far 
as New Orleans were generally in good health. They had very little sickness on 
board, but were much annoyed by the Irish passengers. The conduct of Oaptain 
Morril was most shameful: he did all in his power to make their situation as miser- 
able as possible; and when — were holding their meetings he took particular 
pains to — — The Lord reward him according to his deeds. The captain 
was very kind te some two or three of the females, inviting them into his cabin, and 
at the same time acting as a demon towards the rest of company. This is one 
great evil the elders have to contend against, namely, the imprudence of some who 
call themselves sisters. 

The Saints have been warned, time:after time, on coming to America to be care- 
ful of their diet, and of exposing themselves; yet, as soon as they land they com- 
mence eating fresh meat and vegetables, and drinking large quantities of water. 
The conséquence is, that when they start up the river they are taken ill. This can 
be avoided: by obeying counsel. The Saints I think would do well to provide them- 
selves with spices, cayenne er, mustard, camphor, and peppermint. 

I have delayed writing at New Orleans, as I was going up with the company to 
St. Louis. The second day after we left some of the Saints and others were taken 
ill with diarrhea. I i i ve them some remedies I had provided before 
I started, and all were healed:directly. The destroyer is abroad on the waters, and 
it requires the united faith and prayers of the elders to pass through the scenes that 
are before them. This I know by experience. All that came on the Hartley have 
arrived safely in St. Louis. Many of those who are — good Saints when 
they start away, when they arrive in New Orleans find fault with everything, from 
Brother — Thomas — Fro on m 
way to the 8, in the company of some g aints who and worship God. 
Praying God to bless you, I remain yours respectfully, 

Tomas MRI. 


. New Orleans, May 8rd, 1850, 

Dear Brother,—I write to inform you of the safe arrival of the ship Hartley on 
Thursday, the 2nd of May, after a of 59 days from the River Mersey. Our 
passage was more like a pleasure. trip otherwise, for not one of our sails was 
ever reefed from the day we left Liverpool to the day we arrived in New Orleans. 
Unity and peace prevailed’ among the Saints, but we had some little trouble with 
the captain and three female oounsellors that he chose out of ‘our company. These 
three were not in the Church, but one of them had been expelled from thé Church 


7 

1 
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for unlawful deeds. The captain never was friendly to us, because we wen 
Mormons. He gave me liberty to preach once on deck, but since that time he ha 
called Joseph Smith everything that was bad; and when I asked him if he eve 
knew him do anything that was bad, he would tell me he knew nothing of him; » 
you see what kind of a man we had to put up with. But after all the Lord wa 
with us, and blessed us all with health and strength. There were very few wh 
were so much as sea sick. One child died coming up the river on the Ist of May: 
we buried it in New Orleans. No births nor ae during the voyage. I han 
seen Brother M‘Kenzie : he has taken a steamer, and we intend sailing to-morroy, 
Brother M‘Kenzie is going with us up the river. No more, but remain your br. 
ther in the gospel, jee 
DAvm Coox. 
Southampton, 16th June, 1850, 

Dear Brother, —Expecting this evening to leave England for the Continent 

allow me, if you please, through the pages of the Star, to bid a general farewel 

to the thousands of my friends that I have visited during my short sojourn in this 
country, as well as to the tens of thousands that I have not had the pleasure of 
seeing. I wish also to embrace this opportunity to express my gratitude to tho 
of my friends who have so kindly, so nobly, and so generously contributed their u. 
sistance in aid of my mission. | 

Permit me to say, brethren and sisters, your manifestations of friendship toward 
me, and the deep and peculiar interest you have exhibited to spread the principle 
of light and immortality into distant regions, shall ever be held in the most lively 

- remembrance and meet with fourfold reward. 

During the few years of my absence from this country, now on my return | 
notice with surprise and with thrilling interest, the — 2 progress of the work of 
the Lord in various parts where I formerly laboured, particularly in the Bir. 
mingham and London conferences. Long must I remember the consolation, the 
delight, and joy I experienced in — some of the conferences in company with 
President F. D. Richards and Elder Erastus Snow. In witnessing such e. 
order, such beautiful harmony among the Saints —such meekness and humility, 

wisdom and power, and such enterprise as characterise the presiding officers o 
branches and conferences. And I will here say to members and officers, continu 
in well doing, speak of only what you do know, leaving alone what you do not know. 
Be serious minded, be watchful, be prayerful—control your passions, keep all the 
commandments and you shall dwell with God in eternity, receive His glory, and in 
this life be delivered from the yoke of oppression, and have added unto you houss 
and lands, gold and silver, flocks and — 

Listen to the counsel of F. D. Richards, who presides over you in the absence of 
Elder Pratt. He is a good man—a wise man—one who has been through many 
sufferings and hardships, thereby having acquired much useful knowledge, which 
can only be had by individual experience. . 

In a few hours we sail for the Continent. I am accompanied by Elder Toronto 
from the Valley, and Elder Stenhouse, President of the Southampton conference. 
And I would here observe, that neither brother Stenhouse or myself know anything 
of the language of the people where we are going; neither can Elder Toronto 
either read or write it. Unknown to me are the scenes of toil, of hardships and su- 
ferings I may have to experience. What may be the result of my exertions toward 
effecting the establishing of the gospel among the people I visit, is a matter concerning 
which I do not stop to inquire, I am sent by the revelation of the Lord to profit 
the gospel to Italy. If her people receive my testimony, they receive the word of 
the Lord,—rejecting it, they reject the gospel of eternal life. My work and bus 
ness will have been accomplished, the Lord justified, the nation left without excus. 

Affectionately, 


LokENZzO Snow. 


Portsmouth, June 17th, 1860. 
Dear Brother, — My silence of late must be attributed to the most welcome vin 
of our brethren from America. I did intend writing you last week, but owing to 
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* my visiting Southampton and Portsmouth with Elder Snow, my time was 80 taken 


over up with his cheering and most interesting company, that I could not write. I pre- 

3} © Bl ome you are aware of the change that has taken place in the Southampton con- 

whe ference. Elder Snow has taken Elder Stenhouse with him to Italy. Elder Sten- 

u. bosse would have written you before he left, had his time allowed, but the notice 

— being so short, he could not, therefore he requested me to send you a line in his be- 
half. | 

— The Southampton conference is eomposed of five branches, numbering in all about 


160 members. This conference has been raised by the indefatigable labours of 
Elder Stenhouse. When Elder Snow announced to the congregation of Saints that 


„ he was going to take Elder Stenhouse, they were astounded for a time, and the 
0. only way they could give vent to their feelings was by tears. However, the prin- 
ent, mm ciple of obedience was spoken of-—they saw their duty, and showed their willingness 
well to do all they could to roll on the work of God, by giving liberally to Elder Sten- 


house, to help him on his mission. Allow me to say here, that I never saw a small 
number of Saints produce in the same time, and under similar circumstances, such 
0 an amount of money. They did well; the Lord will bless them for their kindness ; 
u. * he did bless them they felt blest at the time. | 

Iders Snow, Stenhouse, and myself visited Portsmouth, a branch belonging to 
ui the London conference. We laid the matter before the Saints in this branch, and 
dle here again the liberal hand was stretched forth; although but a few hours notice 
ey vas given, several pounds were raised and presented to Elder Stenhouse. — 

to feel the importance attached to the Italian mission, and 1 think the 
I proof is seen in the act of giving liberally to aid the cause. 
One thing more, though rather delicate, yet I must say a word in regard to Sister 
ir. Stenhouse. The resignation with which she bore the trial of parting with her hus- 
the fm band, was praiseworthy indeed—a resignation which proved she loved her part- 
ith Mam ner, and at the same time shewed she loved her God more, and was willing to give 
up the choicest treasure on earth for the cause of God. Oh! how delightful it is 
to see the Saint of God willingly giving up all for the gospel’s sake. 

of I left Elders Snow and Stenhouse on Saturday, they expected to sail at twelve 
uel clock on Saturday night, the 15th. They were well and in good spirits. Elder 
v. Toronto also accompanied them, and was something better than he has been for a 
belong time past. They wished me to present their united love to Elder Richards, 
n Sister Pratt, Brother Linforth and yourself. Accept of my warmest love for all 
be before mentioned names, and — me yours — faithfully, 


| THOMAS MARGETTS. 


ch Merthyr Tydfil, June 13th, 1850. 
Dear Brother,—On the 9th instant a Special General Conference was held here, 
o for the purpose of receiving our dear Brother John Taylor, one of the Twelve 
Apostles. According to promise he arrived just in time for our morning — $ 
and after he had taken a seat on the stage, a “ Welcome Hymn,” composed for the 
occasion, was sung. He is the only apostle that has visited Wales; and since this 
was the second time for him to be 2 you can judge how we Welsh Saints were 
delighted. We had gathered so many officers and Saints together, that we had no 
— to hold one half, which caused us to spend the remainder of the day on the 
ket Square, under the large canopy of heaven, where thousands had gathered 
to see and hear the apostle. He spoke at great length, and his words penetrated 
our hearts, where they have been written never, I hope, to be effaced. Every 
thing he uttered proved him to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, and that he came not 
in his own name. He also showed himself to be “a citizen of the world,” having 
no regard for one nation more than another; for, being an American himself, he 
talled the Welsh “ good-hearted fellows,” because they had been accustomed to 
stand for their rights. He wanted to make all nations one; and to do his part he 
was willing to be an American, Englishman, Scotchman, Irishman, Welshman, and 
even a Frenchman too. If one nation wishes to excel another let it be in their 
800d works. Language was nothing to be boasted of, for the best was only the 
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remains of Babel. He said that Captain D. Jones, Dr. Levi Richards, Presiden 
W. Phillips, &c., were all good men, and were teaching correct principles ; aly 
-that the Welsh Saints were good people. He know all this through the. Spirit, 
God. He conferred his blessing. upon them all in the name of Jesus Christ; and 
throughout the meetings the Spirit of God flowed freely from heart to heart, tj 
every one's vessel was full. | 
Dr. Levi Richards, President Phillips, and Brother W. Howells, aided Ei 
Taylor in making the conference truly interesting to all, inasmuch. as the majori 
did not understand English well enough to be edified by him alone. We shal 
never forget such a conference; and may the time soon arrive when some of th 
other apostles that are in Europe will pay us a similar visit. What a blessing; 
their presence! It makes our hearts to burn within us; our first love is kindle 
anew, and we are ready to do anything in our power for their sake, knowing thy 
they are the servants of God. We pray that they will remember us, along ni 
others, that we may prove worthy to be gathered out of Babylon, to be no long 
Welshmen or Englishmen, but the Israel of God. We care nothing for a langusg 
if we can understand one another, and have the same Spirit to guide us. The lu 
ages of the earth will cease when the church shall become as a “ perfect man, 
! Wo shall then require a perfect language too; and till we can 1 get that language ehe 
5 we have nothing to boast of. It is true that God has revealed himself in th 
Hebrew, Greek, English, and other languages, but it was not because they ven 
purer and intended to become general, but because they answered the purposes 
God at the time. The word of God must be spoken to every nation, kindre sf 
tongue, and people; and, therefore, all languages will be useful till the honest ... 
heart shall be gathered from among all nations. We want Welsh, and English to old 
-While in Wales; and when we have finished our labours here, we shall pray Gi 
for the language of Adam, that we may hold a conversation with him when kay tt 
shall come to see his children. 
But I have forgotten Brother Taylor. I ought to say that he did not come hen 
to rest, though he wanted it, I should think, after travelling so much; but ha. 


a preached three times on Sunday, laid on hands, and blessed many. Monday morning... 
: again he got up early, and confirmed, blessed, preached, sang, and made us all Ten 
1 i more than ever before. At half-past four we went with him to Cardia t 
} he preached again to a large congregation, until he caused the devil to rag... 


w 
5 He left the following evening for Bristol, in company with Brother Phillips; in 
to-day Brother W. Howells will meet him there, on his return to France. 
that I have to say is, we enjoyed all we could wish during the conference, and weg... 
built up. Union prevailed among the Saints, whether English or Welsh. Seven 
have been baptized since Sunday, and good prospects before us. 
I think the circulation of the Star, in Wales, will be increased sevenfold, if iet 
will do as they have promised. We have appointed an agent at Swansea, Tilt 
another in Monmouthshire, who will get their parcels direct from you. hia 
another be: appointed in this part, I shall continue as an agent, and want Jede 
to send a parcel every fortnight. | 
I shall not add more at present, but shall take another opportunity of letting yo 
know more how we get on, as you have requested. My best love to Brother I 
D. Richards, Mrs. Pratt, Linforth, and yourself. Yours in the the Lord, Wi 
Joun Davis. 
ma 


| 17, St. Mary Street, Northampton, Jnne 3rd, 1850. 

Dear Brother,—I have sent you an extract from a popular publication of rece 

date, which will show the publi “the way the money goes.” 5e At the late anni 

4 meeting of the British Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, im e 
5 was stated that, during the past year, six individuals, who had been under instru 

tion by the missionaries of the Society, had been baptised. The balance shy. 

showed the total receipts (including a balance from the last report) to be 40 ot 

Os. 5d. 5 and the expenditure £3687 17s. 8d.” On this statement Punch malt | 

the following remarks :— | | : 
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« The conversion of these Hebrews, then, cost upwards of EG00 a head. Money 

el laid out truly. But, considering the educational and other destitution: existing: 
und us, we think it might have been laid out a little better. Besides, there is a 


node of christianising the children of Israel at a very small « „The least 
pstly and most effectual way of promoting christianity among the Jews would be 
ut of getting it praetised emong Christians.” | 


Will some person ‘inform us how many years it will take, at six souls per year, 
od what amount of money it will cost to convert all the Jews in the world, su 
sing they number from five to six millions of souls, at the rate of 6600 a ‘head? 
And what lasting benefit will the Jews derive from this (so called) conversion? 
Now, if these hireling priests are going to take the Jews to heaven, (as they call 
) to glory, and to God, who can tell us where this heaven is ! d? And if 
his God is everywhere present, and fills all space, who can tell where these Jews 
eto be taken to after their expensive conversion? as I heard one of the greatest 
jvocates of Jewish conversion declare, in a public. meeting, that heaven was not 
If, then, those missionaries take the Jews to the wrong place, will not the God 
H heaven have to send one of His servants to fetch them back, and place them in 
ne land which the prophet Ezekiel saw in his vision, (chap. xxxvii.) Jeremiah 
chap. xiv.) tells us that God will send fishers and hunters, who are to gather 
srael, and place them in their own land. The hireling priests promise the Jews a 
even beyond the bounds of time and space: their employment, singing and pray- 
g to a bodiless god; and, instead of being in the form of men, they are to be a 
ind of nondescripts, with a great pair of wings fixed upon their backs: monsters 
tho can live for ever without food; sing, pray, and fly, and never tire; wear a 
yolden crown made from nothing, placed upon the head of a shadow, thus to con- 
inne for ever and ever. But when the servants of God go forth at His command 
othe house of Judah, they tell them the time has come for God to make a new 
wvenant with them,—that He has spoken from the heavens, raised up a prophet 
that the deliverer has come from Zion, the lion has gone up from his thicket, 
hile the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way. That the time has come for the 
romises made to the fathers to be fulfilled: the time to speak comfortably to Jeru- 
lem, that her warfare is accomplished, her iniquity pardoned—the voice is crying 
1 the wilderness, ‘‘ prepare ve the way of the Lord, and make straight in the 
sert an highway for our „that Jerusalem is to be re-built, the land divided 
sin days of eld — chat they are to gather to their own land, and there God will 
ive them ‘pastors from himself. —that He will pour out His spirit upon them, and 
rite His laws upon their hearts, that His tabernacle shall be with them, and 
hat they shall be His people, and He will be their God for ever and for ever. 
hat ultimately their heaven will be upon the earth, composed of cities whose walls 
re to be of precious stones, the gates of pearl, and the streets paved with gold, 
hile towns and villages stand in the distance,—the earth is to bring forth its in- 
rease, and God is to add His blessing,—the flocks, cattle, and herds are to increase, 
the lion to dwell with the lamb, the wolf and the kid lie down together. They 
ill show them (the Jews) that as they have endured the curse, so now they are to 
njoy the blessings; “for the knowledge of God shall cover the earth, as the waters 
the fass of the great deep.” 
When these great events have taken place, will not some of the house of Judah 
nile at the ‘recollection that, in the year 1849-50, it cost England £3687 17s. 8d. 
make six of the house of Judah believe that God was made of nothing, and His 
lest abode beyond the bounds of time:and space. 
I am your brother in the gospel, — 
Tomas 


am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own 
name, him will ye reeeive.—S¢. John, v, 43. 

Dear Brother,— While reflecting upon, and taking a retrospective view of, the 

nous dispensations of God unto man, and the rece and treatment His servants 

re met with, the above true and forcible words attracted my mind's eye. 


| 
ul 
| | 


74 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.- 


Amongst all the various revolutions and attempted improvements which have chy, 

almost every age—while change has been the order of the day in all g. 
nerations to the present time—man seems to have retained in his rebellious natun 
at least one trait which time and circumstances have left unchanged: I refer to: 
decided antipathy to anything in the shape of a message direct from heaven, or, 
man coming in the name of the Lord. Noah in his day came forth with a m 
of importance to the whole human family; but he got it from God, he came in th 
name of the Lord, he spoke against the sins and abominations of mankind, and 
therefore, himself and message were treated with contempt, the consequence of 
which was, their destruction bodily, and a long imprisonment spiritually of all wh 
rejected his message. If Noah had studied the planetary system, and professed ty 
have made the discovery himself, without connecting the name of the Lord with it, 
his reception might have been different; many no doubt would have attached then 
selves to him as a man of science and philosophy. It was otherwise: he came in 
the name of the Lord, and, therefore, he was rejected. Succeeding generations, 
however, venerated his name, and believed in his mission, while at the same time i. 
they despised the servants of the same God living in their own day, and bearing tid. ir 
ings for their own salvation. ‘ 

Such has been (almost without exception) the reception of every servant of God 
in every age, till Jesus the Son of God himself came as a Redeemer and Saviour, 
at a time when the voice of prayer could be heard at the corners of the streets, the 
scriptures expounded in every synagogue, monuments and sepulchres reared in 
honour of Moses and the prophets, holiness to the Lord written on the garments of 
men famed for their learning, charity, and piety. Well, how was he received by 
these holy professors? As an impostor, a wine bibber, a glutton, a friend of pub. 
licans and sinners, a devil. He made manifest their corrupt hearts—their hypocri. 
tical holiness, ignorance, and craft. He came not in his own name, but in his 
Father’s name, and, therefore, like his brethren before him, was rejected, and his 
best actions misrepresented and turned to an evil account. What, can any thing 
good come out of Nazareth? do we not know his mother 2 his father Joseph, 
a carpenter ? are his friends and relations not with us? He, the Son of God, the 
Messiah! Blasphemy! Moses and the prophets we know, but who is this fellow? 
He speaketh evil of our traditions, and maketh himself a king. Away with him, 
away with him! crucify him, crucify him! or he will take away our name and 
nation.” Such was his reception. His servants were treated in the same manner. 
They came in the name of the Lord; they spoke as men having authority; exposed 
the systems of men; o the deep-rooted prejydice and tradition of ages; bore 
testimony that the whole world was lying in wickedness, and that they only ban 
the words of eternal life. Like their predecessors they were counted unworthy to . 
live. Andwhy? Why have the harbingers of truth and — tidings to man been 
doomed to wander about as strangers—live in the dens and caves of the earth e 
into the lion’s den, the fiery furnace, the dungeon—destitute, tormented, am 
afflicted? They came in the name of the Lord! Such was their crime, and ther 
lives were the forfeit. | 

We — have reasonably expected that each generation would have learned: 
lesson and profited by the experience of the one preceding it,—that the nineteenth 
century, possessing the history of God's dealings with man, and the consequence u 
rejecting the servants of the Most High—that an age boasting of its improvement: 
its religious institutions, and of having arrived at the zenith of “ gospel light and 
glory, would have been —— and ready to hail with joy the . in of the 

ispensation of the fulness of times—the setting up and organising a kingdom sp0- 
ken of by prophets and holy men, and prayed for these eighteen centuries, saying, 
4% Thy kingdom come.” But such is not the case. After a long night of pries 
craft and apostacy—the laws of God transgressed, the ordinances changed, the ever 
lasting covenant broken—* while darkness filled the earth, and gross darkness the 
minds of the people,” and the honest seeker about giving up his search in despait 
a voice is heard—the voice of a celestial messenger from the courts of glory 
delivering the everlasting gospel in its fulness to a young man, (Joseph Smith) 
sending him forth in the name of the Lord. He comes at a time when monuments 
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name of the Lord! 


ils, we will accuse him of treason. 
Jo,“ powder and ball will!“ 
Had Joseph Smith come in 


ſould his reception have been. 


ity to be from heaven. 
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rpetuate the name of dead prophets, and their words 
ound together, garnished over with gold, and thousands of pounds spent to make 

are these from — press, from high and 
ellow, he is unworthy to 
Why have Christians become fiends, and, in a 
ind of bibles, gone forth with the flaming brand in one hand and the loaded rifle in 
Why, in a boasted age of light and liberty, are hundreds of men, 
omen, and their little ones driven from their peaceful and happy homes to seek 
nelter in the howling wilderness; their property burnt; the cry of the widow and 
phan mingling with the winter blast, and the blood of murdered Saints crying 
the snow-clad earth for vengeance? Why, because a man dare come in the 
He has seen a vision, spoken with an angel, thousands believe 
nd follow him. He exposes our old and venerable systems, shows the rottenness 
of human plans, unmasks to the world our craft, folly, and ignorance, calls upon 
eople to think, to read, and prove ail things. Therefore, lest all people believe on 
um, let us forget our party disputes and unite against the common foe. We will 
irst tell the people not to hear for themselves. We will publish lies; represent him 
the worst of characters, and his followers as the off-scourings of society. If that 
If such Christian weapons as these will not 


his own name—proclaimed to the world that one of 
us servants while digging a well accidentally found some plates, and, after having 
udied lingo in a university, translated them by his own wisdom, how different 
„The world would then have received a flood of 
Newsmongers and penny scribblers would have sounded abroad the 
Wonderful Discovery!” Mr. Smith, with a D. D. as a tail to his name, would 
have been styled a most talented gentleman. Stevens, and other travellers would 
ave hailed the Book of Mormon as a key to unlock the hidden secrets of the — 
reasures of the west. The world loves its own. Mormonism would have 

The prophet of the last days, however, came as every servant of God 
lat has preceded him, namely, in the name of the Lord. He declared his autho- 
He bore testimony that God had set to his hand to build 
pa kingdom,” that “ an angel had flown through the midst of heaven with the 
gospel,” and he, like every other prophet of God, had to seal his testimony 
lood, but not before a foundation was laid, firm and sure as the rock of 
ges—not until he delivered keys of knowledge and power to men who know how 
) wield them for the salvation of Israel, and the eternal triumph of truth. O ye 
phabitants of the earth, how long will ye neglect and fight 
rns your own day? how long will ye cry peace, peace, while sudden destruction 
and the hour of God's retribution is at hand. Take warning by the past, the time is 
See midst yonder mountains a mighty host are 
zubering—the voice of a prophet is heard speaking in the name of the Lord—the 
ttle stone is forming—the seeds of a mighty kingdom are sowing— Zion will not 
ways be driven to and fro, her children are not always to suffer; she will arise 
i strength—Jacob must become the head, clear as the sun, and terrible to all na- 
s, until the nations will say, blessed are they who come 


W. C. Dunsar. 


een 


ainst that which con- 


PRESIDENCY. 


To rule with power requires no foreign aid 
Of weapons, steel, nor ball: pure moral force 
Is heaven’s directory to fallen man ; 

And he who yields obedience to its law 

Will learn by social virtue to restrain, 
Inspire, persuade, and win the froward mind. 
Yet bold when daring spirits would aspire 
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